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The local angler In tho fronting regions
rf northern Pennsylvania, or of any other
backwoods minting region for tli.it
t .tt'T. i f'l a Now Yoik lover of tho rod
md line. H ulwnys ready for action
n soon an the l.iw nllow.s fishing. It
w,in't long ago that ho used tho worm
invarialjly in hU early falling, not be-ijii-

In? could not use tho fly dexterously
hut heeiuvi from tlnio out of mind ho had
ftuhhnrtily clung to tho liollef tlint trout
voulii not rNo for tlm fly so long us thoro

m nor water in tho streams or until
tVn.itiir.il insect had nponivd. I am
terry that my foolish eagerness to havo
tens treating one season whilo'tho con-c- !

t,cn were all ng.iin.st pood sport
tlm belief In that tradition at

le t in one favorite fishing district.
The Mreani was in northern renn-f.- v.

.mm. Tho time was tho middle of
M..)' but tho snow was still deep In many
I .I 'M alone tho creek, and a cold north-ea- st

rainstorm was prevailing. That
mtihi region is liable to havo winter

I I conns with it co lato that visiting
tirtin.-- i do not often risk tho discom-

fort of it. ntltl HO JIM n rlllf tin nn uaaV
th.t (dreams befom Mnv. nttbmKrlt
MM.on ov:is i:i April tho first day of
.p,u ai the time i speak: or. For this
rv.i-O- I hi- - stic.ims hivo hnnn I. .ft ir. il,..
kx.il'niiRler, with his polo and worm for
weeks at ii time, some yearn, and up to
this viit of initio he had novor seen anyt-
hing to altnr ln belief tliat trout would
cot jump at a fly under tho conditions of
watr and neither mentioned.

" That year the tenson hail been very
backward ami when I asked for a guide
to eo itli me that discouraging morning
tho laudlotd at the littlo backwoods tav-
ern looked at me as if he thought I was
truy. lie Mid that no one had been able
to set a single flshworm yet. I replied
that 1 didn't care for worms, as I fished
witli a fly. That made him smile.

""Why. don't you know that trout won't
jump at a ily yit?' ho. 'Flies hain't(
come on to the creeks yit, it's boon no
uncommon late a season. You got to'
have worms.'

I said I guessed I could manage with
a fly if he'd get somo one to go along with
ir, to the creek. It was worth travolling
nil thwny up tliOre from town, even to
1 it uch weather as I had, to Fee the

eipression on that landlord's fueo
as he chuckled over having such a green-
horn to cater to, but ho got mo a native
to act as mv guide. The native himself

staggered when ho found that I was
EoitiK out or. Mich n day.

"When we got to tho creek I wasn't mire
hut tn wi. ii- - w ,s going to have fun with
ine after ,ll l Me c reek was in good con-diu-- .n

m 1. c.i.Mity of water, but my
'""'K,'1v' ' u me when I saw the wow
"'' " Ii " i e.,t,,'isiastio and mis-f- -

Ii t f i n:, r, , ,.er yet saw much.) . f bport while
ivin' mi las ,,., lc. deep ja Bnow
(M'liig on a Mieam fringed with ico. par-
ticularly if one of tli coldest and mostdisagree i Me f,f r .ins ;s pelting down upon
i "i T.ie nit, v was willing to forgo'hp f,,;i ' " f "I to have, with me. for
1. tried to induce me to go back to tho
t'V.ern nsht but I had travelled
rin- - t..an m ir.iles to enjoy some .May
t'-- j' g and I w. s bound to havo it.

Mii'h t the guide's amazement a
font too my fly at the lirst cast, and
rout ;..pf on mI.K thpn unt j

lAncut more tlum two dozen in a stretch
f streaia hnif a mile long, But it was

ix ralchmg nickers They took tho
V Mth rnudi auuintidti but mado so

' ,JR' "ft'T being hooked that if It
lu'lntj

i,een for th weight or tho fish
mi ti i.i . i would,,-- ,

h.iv known I had
Clin ..II th-- I ook So I quit In disgust.

When we Kot l)aek to tho tavern wo
round several natives th.-re- . T,.y hadfvKt.tiy KOt wort, of my crazJ. .(Jeii of'iig trout with a Ily before it was
"'if- tr it, neeording to nil backwoods1

tradition, and were there to enjoy my
umarnltuio when I returned. Thoy

re taken aback when thoy saw my
rout anil never would have believedmat I touk them on a Ily but Tor tho

Kstimony of thair fellow
my guide

'Hut over since then I have been will-'- 5
to give over all the pleasures of early

nutinc in audi n 1.... . ...
, ' .s"o iiiuu io any
t.o may want them. 1 havo learned,

wuilli, that th idea that trout will
Jump at a fly while snow water in

"wring no longer prevails among thoMvn up thero mid they no
wiRcr wait until the ground is mj thoy
pri dig worms before they go out to

It is too bud that pet belief is do-
lt royed "

imixa i'on usii.
MeI(lll T10, , s , !,,, , ,ie.

In southern Suauips.
'Thnv havo n way or catohlng fish

'Hi " s and bayoimof tho low swampup t,r M..s,htJippi un( otlu,r Southern
' t uil a ."w York man after a
'"J-'.- 'n n thou, parts, "that beats sitting" 'I bank anil waiting for a blto. pro-r.- n

n.' " 'UU v"u'r" 'l'tor "nil not Just
I "le ft nlaCll I lmt.il M l.l.,1-- 0 nnnlnli.

' en.nt vai ioiles or flHh than any.No
i lal.es or m reams I know or,

' "r good. Illaek bass, crap- -
I Mel ..itfUl,. ... ... ...l.ll.. .......1. I .

, - i "!.' UII'UUI' ' .1 wnol.t i, ,oni dwell, seemingly,
' u"- - and when you go fishing forv 'i 'i w.iv they flsh (!oYn thoro all

" 'o ih ,s to lake your choice
i' on want.

' " k bas. though, thev call
'' n 'h'i' s'acountry Mullet big-

fl we ,), ,,ii ,. ,,,,.i. i,,,- -. u.
1 t It until to na ., I.

I'Ostsds and Is of flno flavor, if tho fish

they call bream wasn't so mneh hi
than the sunflsh of our Northern ponds
and rivers 1 would tako It to bo that
fish. We haven't got any whlto peroh
or crapple In Now York waters, and It In
a pity, for I tried some hook and lino
fishing with them down thoro and it was
well worth while,

"Kvcn tradition hasn't it of record
who mado tho discovery that by agitating
tho mud a condition of water would
result that matte tho dopths of tho lakes
and bayous unbearable to tlm fish dwoll-lu- g

in them and drove them to the sur-
face, but somebody mado it. and It Is
utilized annually by tho natives. This
modo of fishing is callod muddlnn. nnd
to go mudding In tho swamp lakes Is tho
noignt of pleasuro as well as profit to tho
inhabitants of those districts.

"No lino, hook, rod or bait Is neodod.
If you are going to be a genuine sports-
man at your mudding vour tacklo will
consist of a small slnglo tlned spear or
Piko rxjsitios your Bplungo. Tho splungo
you will engage a colored eltlnen to carry
and manipulate for you. It fs a, pieeo
of board two feet long and night or ten
inches wldo with a holo bored in tho mid-
dle Into which a long handle is Insortod.

"Tho colored nttendant carries like-
wise a basket to put your fish In. Ho
wades Into the water until he Is waist
deep and thrusts tho splunge down on
tho bottom and stirs up the mud. In a
very short time tho water becomes thick
and roily and presently fish will liegin
to como to tho surface.

. "The perch come first, jumping out
of tho water their full length. Neit the
black" bass, or trout, appear and make
the wator lively with their protest against
the proceeding. As tho fish appear tho
fisherman wados out and 'makes his se-
lection.

"If he is tho sportsman muddor, ho
launches his piko or spoar at tho fish
and so expert nro some of theso fisher-
men that thoy can Impale a orch or bass
.whllo It Is In the air. Thoro aro other
fishermen though who aro not quite
tho real thing In sport, who carry long
three tlned gigs, barbed on tho end, to
Jab into tho fish promiscuously, Again
thoro Is tho lublxirly or chump fisher-
man who doesn't even trust to his skill
with a threo tlned barb but goes into
tho water with a dip not, or evon a corn
baskot, tied to a loiig polo to scoop up tho
fUh ho wants.

"Tho broani and crapple seem to tie
ablo to fight against the thickening of
tho waters longer than tho bass or porch
and thoy aro tho third to come raging
to the top. Tho mullot Is almost proof
against tho disturbance and It is a long
time before ho finds it so iwcomfortahlo!!i'7iAl& "'"'.'.'S
In tho muddod depths that he ocks tho
top for air

"Tho stranger out mudding would
never dotect tills coming of tho mullet,
for all he exposes above tho water Is the
tip of his snout. To the uninitiated this
protuberance in the water would bo
taken for an air bubble. The mudder to
tho manner bom is well aware of the
mullet's coming and tho spear, gig and
dip not at once get their work in on him

"After continuous mudding of the
water for some minutes it becomes so
thick that the flsh turn on their sides and
gasp for breath. The genuine sportsman
mudder then calls a halt and movt-- s with
his aid to another part of tho lake. Hut
the basket and net fishermen regard this
stage of the mudding as their best op-

portunity nnd remain ,to scoop up the
gasping fish as long as thoy como to tho
top. I hn'vo seen enough fish of these
various kinds gasping on the surface of
the water in n space not more than a
hundred foot around to stock a good
sized fish market for a week

"They havo a soft hhe! snapping turtle
down in thoso waters that interested me,
and if that critter doesn't prove tho truth
of the saying, 'Handsome Is as handsome
does.' then it never can be proved. If
you can Imagine a living thing of its kind
alongside of which our own knobbed and
corrugated, dragon footed and rhinoceros
hided snapping turtle would bo a model
of nulchritudo. and add a snakelike neck
a foot or more In length, at the end of
which is a triangular head with a snout
liko a Die s. tiuilt for rooting, voti mav
get some little idea of how handsome this
sort sneu snapper is. nut. it you would
know how handsome this frightful look-
ing critter does you want to taste him.

"Thoy catch these turtles by set lines
baited with fish. The big ones aro not
tho ones chosen for tho table. A ten
pounder is about the right sire. They
cook it in various ways, all turning it out
fit for anybody's palato and In any one
of which this ugly critter certainly proves
that it Is handsomo Is that handsome does,

"Tho Inevitable alligator is a neighbor
of the fishes and the snappers in these
curious swamp land lakes nnd bayous.
He grows to a great size, and alligator
nesting is a famous pastime with tho
swamp land small boy.

"Tho female alligator seeks a spot near
the shore to build her nest on. After sho
gets It made it looks like a big brush heap
or nllo of drift. Under that sho crawls
and when she comes out again sho has
left from rorty to sixty eggs under tho
brush. She nover goes far from her nest
until her young are hatched, but remains
near to stand guard over tho nest, snakes
and swamp birds being very fond of them.

"The way tho boys get the eggs, not-
withstanding her fierce front as sho stands
sentinel over them. Is by a bit of strategy.
They know sne win not cnorge upon thorn
unless they get near the nest. Half a
dozen or so of boys make up a nesting
nartv. When they discover a nest n
couple of tho boys got as near as they can
and hide.

Tho rest oi the party go boyond tho
nest and turn and come back toward it.
Tho alligator on guard sees them coming,
faces them, advances a few yards, stons
and blows herself up like a great toad
fli.li. When sne noes tnat tne noys go
nearer and danco and caper about, keep-
ing at a safe distance.

"As lonir as tho boys stay there tho
alligator will not take her eyes off them.
While she is thus intent on tho Ifoys in
front of her she neithor sees nor hears
anything that may bo going on behind
her. So tho boys who hid at the spot In
the rear of her steal to tho neiit, break into
it at that side, quickly removo tho eggs
and htow them In a bag they carry for tho
purpose and creep away again."

iivxTixa SAxnniM, cbaxes.
Ntalklns and "Cowing" on the Mluonrl

I'ralrles In the Old Days.
"When we hunted sandhill cranes

on tho broad Missouri prairies,", said
lloli Ilobsou, who busies hlmsolf now-
adays hunting for travellers and bagging
them for piissago ovor tho railroad ho
represents, "wu didn't hide behind blinds
and wait for tho big birds to como to us
nnd bo shot. Wo calculated to show our
skill and cunning by going to the oranos.
Thero was somo class to hunting sandhill
cranes that way.

"Tho hunter had to uso strategy of the
highest order, for this great, long leggod
bird is not exceeded by any wild creature
in shyness and acutenesn of bight and
hearing nor In n peculiar genius for look-
ing out for its safely. It was tlm habit
of the birds on tho prairie to divide the
big (locks Into smaller groups, each
of which had a leader, and thus I hey wero
not assembled In ono particular locality
but scattered over the plain.

"It was while they wero at their morn-in- s

dances that the hunter usually went

ixm
out to havo sport with tho sandhill cranes.
That terpslchoroan oieroleo of tho cranes
wan uomethltiK worth crawling a mile
through tho tall grass on n wet and muddy
prulrlo to got a sight of.

"Tho dances had all the appearance of
old fashioned quadrilles. A colony of
cranes would asscmblo at some big slough.
with tho leader posted apart from the.. . i .... . ....uuu-rs- , Muiiuing eroci ana stately, as a

I sentinel to watch against surprise. The
dancing cranes formed hi couples and wont
tiirottgu tlio mazes of the danco with u
solemnity that was comical, but at tho
samo tlmo with nn evident sense of

of tho oxorciso. What the sig-
nificance of this odd performance was no
ono ovor know, but It occurred wltli groat
regularity.

"While the cranes were engaged in the
danco was tho tlmo tho skilful hunter
ehooo to pit his skill against tho watchful-
ness of tho sentinel loador. It was an
Impossibility for a hunter to walk within
shooting distance of a flock of cranes),
either whllo thoy were dancing or feeding,
for tho watchful loader was sure to sound
tho alarm. Consequently It was only tho
most export and patient hunters that suc-
ceeded In getting noar onough for n shot
before tho birds could got tho polo neces-
sary for them to riso In flight. This
necessary poise required a littlo time,
and If a hunter could got within gunshot
before tho loader on picket duty detected
his approach he was suro of ut least two
shota.

"I havo crawled more than half a mllo
through tho long prnirlo grns, over tho
wet marsh, sticky mud and black dirt of
that garden spot of tho country towarda dancing or feeding colonv of crunes
tlmo and tlmo again, nnd when almost
within Shooting distance, feeling sure
that this time I'd bag at leost n conplo
of em, my ear would bo spill with thatsharp cry of tho sentinel lender nnd I
would soon seo tho flock riso from tho
slough and go sailing awav, trailing their
logs in a wny that always gave them a
sort of thumb to your noso oxpiescion.

"When sandhill cranoa wero first hunted
on tho Missouri prairies in tho pioneer
days crawling up to them in that way
through tho tall pralrio grass was the onlv
way of stalking them known to the set-
tlers. Then ono tlmo. long befoi' ile wall,
suit, somn one from Louisiana had busi-ues- s

of somo kind in that part of Missouri
ntld hearing about the rnnilhllt rramx
nnd the difficulty of getting n shot at them,
ho wanted to know whv the folks didn't
cow for 'em like tho 'Cajtins did for wild
ducks down in the gulf countrv "of
Iiouisiana.

"'Tho 'Cniun farmer.' jolrl lin 'liis nn
old cow that ho keeps especially for hunt
ing uuckh. jio lias ncctistoinea tills cow
to his following alongside of her u.s she
feeds on the prairie itnd he guides her
toward mo marsn where the ducks nre,
keeping her between him nnd them.

The Vaiun ne7r enougi;
for a shot nnd he simply etops out and
takes It. If he doesn't liae hnlf n ilo7en
or so of ducks that's his own fault '

"So our rolks thought it wouldn't bo
a bod Idea to try trio 'Cniun sclwnv.' nnd
someone coached nn old eow of his until
sho stood for being pointed around over
tho pralrio Just as he steered her. That
citizon nnd his cow brourht in tho record
bag of cranes the first day he took her
out, and cowing for sandhill cranes
got to be tho thing.

"Then by and by tho mind of the orano
htinter rceo above" cow and took to horse.
It was found that n man on horseback
could ride pretty close to whoro cranes
were before thev would discover that he
wasn't part of the horse, so horses were
tralnod to walk qutotlv irp to whoro cranes
were congregated, either for danco or
feed, and when they got to the point
where the bird began to sniff danger
to rush swiftly in upon them before
they could get tho'.r poise for flight. In
this wny tho snort became profitably
exciting, although maybe it wasn't giving
tho birds n snuarn deal. It ratiulred
groat patience to trnin a horse to this
worK, but wnen It at Inst enme to get trie
hang of it the hort-- seemed to onjoy tho
sport with as much zest as tho hunters
themselves.

"Civilization hns crept up nnd rushed in
on thoso sandhill cranes, thnuph, worse
than ovor hunter nnd horso did. and
spoiled thoso prairies as a resort for them
for business nnd pleasure, nnd I guess
the rnco of crano hunting horses must
have run out too."

TIIO WILDCATS ItV CIIAXCK.
A Find by r.lclit)-Vcar-4t- il .toe Shropshire

and Ills Hoc .laper.
' HAnnisDrno. Pa., April 8. "I was up

homo last week," said Col. Pnrkor. "and
almost tho first pereon I met aftor I got
thoro was Joo Shropshire, with the polls
of two of tho biggost wildcats I had ever
soen slung ovor his shoulder.

Judas preachinT said I. 'Where did
you get thorn two big pelts, Joo?'

Where d I git em? said Joe, looking
at mo as If ho wondered what in the world
I wan asking such a foolish question as
that for. ' Where 'd you 'speot I got 'em-I- f

not from tho two wildcats thoy growed
on to? Where elso would you 'spect I
got 'em?'

"Joe Shropshire must bo gotting along
pretty nigh to 80. but ho is tough n a pine
knot and as lively ns a colt yet. Ho has
spent tho bost part of his life prowling
around in the woods, and I s'poso ho'll
die in era If ho ever does die.

"1 apologized to him for my thought
lessness in asking such a fool question
and ventured to hint that If it was all
tho kamn to him I would liko to hoar
something about how ho happonod to
knock the two wildcats ovor.

Woll,' said Joo, 'I gues3 maybe I
only did happen to do it , for I wasn't look-i- n'

for wildcat when theso horo two como
along. I'd got an Ideo that a big boar
that holed up In Kolloy's Holler Swamp
last wintor had come out a wook or so ago
and I wanted to sort o' git on to his doin's
so ns to mark him down for "future rofor-onc- e

when tho tlmo comes along next fall
whon bears is open for business nccordin'
to law nnd I meandered over there t'other
day to havo a look around.

My dog Jasper was huntin' round in
tho swamp, and by an by I heerd tho
dickens of a time in thero, an' was afeerd
that maybo Jaspor had took holt ontoj
tho bear and wo motight git into trouble
So I was Jost makin' a p'lnt to git In tho
swamp an' tear Jaspor loose from tho
bear when the brush openod an' out como
tho wildcat that was wearin' tho littlest
o' theso hero two peltB, an' that un's big
enough for any ono decent wildcat to
been wearin', I tako It.

'This nn horn,' said Joe, humping tho
polt off of his shoulder and pointing to it.
Don't you think so, Colonel?'

I said I cortainly did, and Joo put tho
polt baok on his shoulder and wont on.

'Well, ho como out, tho wildcat did.'
said Joo, 'like a hurrlcano, an' I had to
flro quick to'keep him from gittin' off into
tho thicket on t'other side o' tho road,
an' tho consequence was that I didn't
git tho slug whoro 1 wanted it, an' only
Jest brok tho varmint's shoulder.

t hat mado mm so mad that ho didn't
stop to consider what mought hsppen to
him, but sprung at me. I hadn't no more
loads in my rillo jest than, and tho wildcat
was comin' for mo so serious like that I
reached out an' met him with tho butt o'
the gun an' keeled him over.

'Hut I seen that he was cnnslderin'
another whack at me, an' 1 Jumped onto
him ubout as quick as ho had turned to
Jump on mo, an' sot ono o' my No, 11

aunt suwiJAVt ArlUL
cowhldos on to his neck 'fore he could
gother himself to come an' seo mo ag'ln.
He was toior'blo liko an eel yit, an' ho
squirmed over on his back In a Jiffy, an'
lift In his hind claws he ketched me Jest
below tho kneo an' nippod the brcoohes
an' boot leg off clean down to tho ankto
as easy as I'd spud tho bark often a hem-
lock.

" 'Ho took n trlflo o' my hide with 'em.
too, but ho didn't havo no chance to clutch
no more of It, for I smashed his big head
with a lick from my rlflo butt, an' ho givo
up tho ghost. This'n hero, Colonel.
See whoro I stiunshed his head In?'

Moo humped tho pelt off his shoulder
again, nnd I saw plainly enough whero
ho had smashed the wildcat's head." 'Woll.' resumed tho old woodsman,
that was nlco an' easy as fur as It went,
but seems Jnsticr ho wasn't satisfied with
nosln' thin feller out, lint ho must keep
on huntin' 'round In the swamp nil the
wiiiiu i whs iiavin tne set-t- o witn tne
wildoat. Tho consequenoe was that I
hadn't hardly time to draw n long breath
when out o' the swamp Jumped the 'rlgl- -
..... lf nuin t'lKnuni. Hv" 'Now wllnthftr hn futaii tn 4lia luntn
that I had mndo a carcass otitc-- his matean didn't Intend to let It go without a
word or two o protest, or whether he
thought I was standln' in the way o' hisgit tin' away from tho dog, I nln't ready to
iiiiiRo aiiuiavit, to. nut. no ttian't wait tolie interfered with himseir but opened onmo from the word go.

" 'Ltried tho rlflo butt business on him,
but it didn't seom to havo no moro effoot
pn him that If I wnspoundln'afeathorbed
Instead o' his touh old conk. Jasper
come out to help me with this rash an'

TeHor. but the ugly varmintcertainly did circus tho both ou us 'round
tnai paten timber most amazin.'" 'lleforn I got In tho lucky whaok that
broke his back ho had darn nigh cleaned
mo out en wearin' apparel, an' had lefta toior'blo fair ehowln' digs on my bands
an' arms thero, Colonel,' said Joo, drop-
ping the pelts and shoving up tho sleeves
vi ins Hunting snirt, you Kin seo 'em yit.'

"Plain enough I could see 'em, and If
I'd had thoso gashes and slashings on
mo I'd have had 'em wrapped tip in cloths
r.n Inch deep, but Joo didn't have as much
ns iv plaster on 'oin,

"'A toior'blo fair showln' o' digs on
my hands nn' nrms,' resumed Joe, pick-
ing U)l his pelts, 'an' thoy had gouged
Jasper so ho looked as if somobody had
been plckin' his feathers off an' then
tlppin' a kag o' red paint over him.

"'After I broko tho wildcat's bn--k the
critter wasn't o' much uso to himself,
but his spirit was jest as wlllin'. thouirh
th flesh was weal;, I hain't said nothin'
about tho ynllin' an' unearthly cnter-waulin'J- io

kep' up, 'causo I hain't cot
tlm lunirs to givo 'cm to you, nor nothin'
to exhibit to provo 'em bv, but thev was
hair raisin'

"When I got the owner o' this hero
pelt foul I served him sumo as I did tho
one tlist owned t'other un. an' thn t
sot down on the ground nbout as willm'
as i ever tiono anything in my lire. After
takin' 'count o' stock, nn' thinkin' tho
matter all ovor, I says to mvsolf that 1

suessed I'd call them two cattymounts
a day an' quit nn' co home.

"It was about all that Jasper could
do to wiuldlo along with me, nn' I was
mli'hty clad of it ns it turned nut. for
on the way in what should cross our path
but th" bear I had pone o t trma-- k down,
an' if Jnner hadn't been out n' commis-
sion ho'd V nitched Into rtruln, I know,
nn' then we'd got into trouble, sure.'

"As It is, the-- e isn't nnv doubt but
Joo will keep his nyo on that bea" for
future reference arid will be bringing
its pelt in one of these, days."

su nr mii.i.vift m:ntt.
If They llnn't Keep Trnek or the Game

Law, How Kxpls.ln Their Actions?
"Mlllrift." said a Tike county mnn.

doesn't yet pa so far as to escrilio to
its deer enough Intelligence to bo aware
of the open and close shooting seasons.
but it would liko to know what makes
its deer or some of them cut up the way
they do.

"Kcr instance last summer they were so
neighborly that they sauntered every
littlo while down among tho farms, par-
ticularly fter the grass in the meadows
becatr.o lush and julny,iand ns If not to
show partiality thry favored tho vilingo
gardens as tho sass camo on aprlco.

"Thus those deor took on oil summer
and even up into the early fall turnip
and "tater time, while all that tho Mill-rifte- rs

could do was to lio back and grit
their teeth nnd grimly think that October
was on its way with tho law to bo lifted off
of the deer when it enme, and then! Then
those turnip nnd 'tnter patches would run
red with blood of doer and Mlllrift would
feast on the sweet and Juicy venison its
meadows and gardens nnd fields had
fattened.

"Hut would you belie vo it. although the
day before the hunting season opened
there wero no less than four big deer
sampling things in ono of Hill Padget's
lots, tho next day Padget's field and
every other field and foraging corner In.
at or about Millrift was as empty or deer
as ir no such thing as deer hod ever been.
All the venison Mlllrift got it had to go
out into tho far woods nnd hunt Tor and
hunt ror.

"No deer, either buck, doe or fawn,
was soen in that vicinity again until somo
days after the hunting season closed.
Three days it was, ns Millrift recalls
it now, when the big buck and a doe
camo loping along tho outskirts of Mill-

rift , paused n moment as If to look the
prospect over, antl then passed on to th
shelter of a pine grovo on a nearby rifio
of ground significantly named Snako
Hill. Within tho week four moro does
camo along nnd joined the colony on
Snake Hill, making six deer, two more
than had spent tho summer and fall at
and about Millrift. When Millrift

from Its amazement 11111 Pad-ge- t,

having pondered tho matter deeply,
was moved to say:

"'I.ookstomens if they had made good
for the two wo killed and then addedtwo
moro out of revenge. And come to think
of it,' said Hill, 'instead of feeling hard
toward them deer seems to mo wo ought
to bo kind o' stuck up over 'em. I don't
beliovo anybody else's deer aro smart
enough to keep track of tho gamo law.
so I don't.'

"Hut Millrift shook. Its head at that.It wouldn't go quite as far as that. And
thoro in that plno grovo thoco sU deor
havo dwelt nil winter, coming everv once
in a while Into tho village and look-
ing round, and making frequent evidently
prospocting excursions about the purely
agricultural districts.

"Tho deer make littlo journern I rem
Snake Hill out Into the surrounding woods
wu iiiruugii mo uugk country somewhoro,

MHIrill Tufth" Mlllrlfiors 'are"'

are booked to entertain the six deer tho
coming season. They can't quite bring
themselves to agree with Hill Padgot that
tholr deer aro so smart that t hey keen I

run of the open and close
in Piko countv. smart as thnv hold nil tlm
wild crittors in their bailiwick to he: but I

if somo one doesn't come along pretty
soon nnd toll thorn why their doer cut
up so, thoy feel that there will be no other
way to account for It,"

VLACVK OJP 1W, CKESIU
!

I

Patrol Needed to Protect Wheat Fields
In California IYom Them.

"The California complaint about tho
havoo wrought by wild geese in tho wheat
districts is no new tiling, Ouco I was
employed as a wild goose border In Yolo
and Colusa counties," said an Orange
county, N Y man who spent somo years
in the Sacramento Valley. "H may
sound strange to people In the Kast, but
to protect tlio grain from wild geese and

ihii.
ducks the wheat farmors of California
have to employ a largo force of hcrdors
to patrol tho fields and frighten away
the enormous flocks that swoop down on
tho young and growing grain and devour
It.

"Tho ravaging swarms of wild fowl
begin their work of destruction early In
the full, as soon as tho whoat lioglns to
sprout. They first Invade tho country
along tho rlvors, but they do not tarry
thero an hour after tho rains havo mado
tho wheat plains habitablo for them.

"Volo county, whero I first hired out ns
a wlfd gooso and duck herdor, aecmod
as If it could beat all creation as a fooding
place for wild goose, but when I went to
Colusa county to hulp patrol tho Hogg
Wheat ranch I made up my mind that I
had never before seen wild geese enough
to be worth shaking of. There Is a vast
expanse of barren plain in that county
which affords an unrivalled Dlaeo of ren
dezvous for both geese and ducks, and I
havo seen thoso barrens at times when
I thought that all the wild geoso that went
forth to nil parts of tho land must havo
thoir starting place on that area.

"Thoy may bo seen rising from thoso
plains in swarms like tho locusts of Egypt
and going forth in nil directions to prey
on tho farmors. I havo seen a tract of
seventy-llv- o acres In Colusa county abso-
lutely covered with wild meui. so densely
packed as to resemble pictures I have
seen of beabird rookeries on some ocean
rook.
. "Thero fire many largo wheat, ranches
in Colusa and Tolo counties and some of
them employ from twenty-fiv- e to Ilfty
men to patrol tho fields and wage con
tinual warfare against the geeso and
ducks. 1 he herders livo in :cublns scat
tered about In tho Ileitis. Thero are day
and night shifts of tho herders, for tho
wild fowl seem not to be able to got enough
io eat during mo aay, unu so rcca by
night too,

"Ducks nro moro troublesome ns night
feeders than geese. Some years ago the
accidental discovery wast mado that a
light in a field In prox mity to night feedmg ducks frightened them away. This
led to the lilac up of lanterns n ontlfnlv
about the fields, and for u long time tills
nan uio desired cITect.

"The fowl wero so shy of tho bright
lichts that, tlinv nwnv frnm tlm llnl.U
whore they were displayed. Hy and by,
though, the ducks became awaro of tho
fact that the lanterns wern not. tlnntrprnnu.
and it wasn't long after that before they
wore feeding bv their light.

"The small farmers in tho wheat dis-
trict combine in a sort or mutual herding
association and pay for tho patrol serviceout of a common tund. many or the far-
mers doing patrol duty themselves. Tho
destructive fowl remain in tho wheat bolt
all winter, and tho wheat the farmers
harvest they havo had to fight constantly
,w, Mini, liis iu ruiam."Wild geese and ducks aro shipped by
tho thousand to Snn Francisco and other
markets from tho wheat district, thegreen wheat fed fowl being esteemed as agreat delicacy there, but if tho markets
could take ten times as manv ns they
do thero would still bo untold numbers
pr tho destructive rowlthatnrokillcd left
lying on tho ground to reed the furredand feathered scavengers that feast upon
them."

ItATTLKSXAKR HY MAIL.
Spiders, Scorpion and Hats Alio Sent to

n Callfomisn.
From Ihr l.pn Anarlri Timt.

A live rattlesnake held captive In a large
oil can which In turn was reenforccd with
a wooden box arrived at tho Hollenheck
yesterday consigned to Charles Sme.id.

Since his receipt of the raro Latrodectus
mnnctiis, or red spotted spider, tho most
poisonous Insect of Its kind, two weeks ago
.Smead has been made tlio custodian of nn
Innumerable reflection of spiders, bics and
curious living thlnss .hat crawl, creep and
fly, the latest being the rattlesnake.

'A friend residing In Calznna Imvlne read
or the fart that the hotel man had received
tho spider decided on a more peculiar Rift
nnd as a result set out to catch thesnnke,
of which species there are many In that
section ot tho country. In n let.er accom-
panying .the girt tho donor mentions tho
manner of Its capture and hopes that Smead
will be nble to odd It to the collection which
ho has or Is tnnklnc ror the Southwest mu-
seum. As yet Kmead has not been able to
decide whether the serpent Miall bo killed
and Its skin tnnued nnd stuffed or whether
to turn It over to vome or the Main street
side show rakers.

Krom Don Ciibezos. on the SIcTlcnn bor-
der, Smead several days ago received one
of the most perfect specimens or a fcor-plo-n

ever seen here. It is SJ4 Indies la
length with not a vertebra or a claw dis-
placed In tho horrible land crab. In addi-
tion iwo splendid specimens or tho centi-
pede were enclosed.

A mlnlns man residing In Lower Call-forn-

undortook io show his esteem Tor
the hotel man by shipping him a pair of
bats captured In a great, uunno cavo alone
tho west shore. They were both dead,
but preserved In such a mnnner that they
win Keep tor a lone time. In tho letter

the bats the mining man
tells n wonderful talo of tho millions of these
nlelit fliers that at about 7 o'clock in the
evening begin to lenvo tho caves;

"They pour forth In one steady stream
for a period of morn than threo hours, all
golnc out over tho ocean In their flight.
At nbout 3 o'clock In the morning they besln
to return, flying rrom the land side, hnvlni?
evidently completed a bin clrclo in their
flight. Again It takes them several hours
to get Inside, The eaves ere so roul smelling,
so vilely black that they havo never been
fully explored,"

Court Practice In the s'ontji.
From the Clctcland l.raier.

its nueer tne way tne laws in some
of the Southern Stales differ from our
laws up here," snld Col. Allan T. Hrlns-mad- o.

Just back from it long trip through
the South.

"In Norfolk, Ya,, I sat ono day recently
besldo a Federal Judge when a criminal
case was belnc tried. The charge was, I
think, robbing tho I'nltcd States malls.
At 5 P. M. tho Judce turned nsldo and speak-
ing very quietly said:

" 'The Jury will now retire,"
" 'A recess, I suppose.' I observed,
" 'No,' ho said, 'the jury Is about to retire

to consider the 'ovldenco and give Its ver-
dict '

" 'Hut von did not charge the Jury,' I

remarked In a puzzled way.
" 'Wo do not charge the Juries In this

jurisdiction,' he teplled.
"In Savannah a day or two later I was

In a court room whero n divorce casowas
being tried, before a Jury. The wife, whowas the plaintiff, was given tho verdict.

"Ho she rets her decree," I remarked
to a lawyer friend.

" 'Vft tint imw ItA rttnllmt 'In vl.la ni.i.
tT.'Sln?.lV W.SMn!JaOTed".ln

" 'If. however, at the first tiinl the d,..
fendntit wins, the case is all ovr. (fueor
law that, but tho .Iiideo salil It was working

'ir'E f4"V2J.1tiu'n,V'lct fnvor."f
Lh" often

Cnue ot Explosions in I'lour Mills.
From Ihr Chtcaan Tribune.

An Kngllsh firm of millers, troubled with
dust explosions, set about discovering the
cnuce or Ignition or the dust, Tho mills
use tho'slool roller process of patent flour,
and iron or stnol particles In the grain were
Biiopeciea oi coming in contact with the
steel rolls mid emitting the spark, causing
the explosions.

Accordingly an apparatus was designed
hy which all the grain subject to the rolls
first was passed over highly mnenctired
steel nrreslers, Tho result was strikingly
In proof of the theory. Those electro mag-
nets collected Bleel and iron particles rang-
ing from I ho microscopic iiii to box nulls
sev nil Inches long, W lib a standard emtio-me-

of arresters raiiahln ef passing I, ono
bushels of grain an hour, so much inota!
collects that several time a day the magnets
must be swung nsldo nnd brushed clean of
their accumulations.

HINT OF CROOKED
PLAY AND A FEUD

Ends Because No One Else Was
Ready to Argue With

Harper.

It wan not unprecedented that thore
should bo a shooting affray on tho public
street In La Crosse boforo tho railroad had
leeu extended to thut point, but thoro
wore circumstances connected with tho
killing of Dick Lnngdon which Invested
It with peculiar Interest, and public senti
ment was by no means unanimous on tho
question whether big 1)111 Harper was Jus-
tified.

According to tho weight of testimony,
and there wero many witnesses, tho two
men drew thoir weapons so nearly at the
same Instant that It was Impossible to say
which had his pistol out first.

Tho feud between tho two men was a
matter that had divided the community
into factions, und roughly speaking these
factions comprised tho law abiding class
on the ono hand ami these who preferred
tho freedom of border life on tho other, In
cluding till the professional gamblers in
town.

Hick lnngdon had been one of these.
By reason of his force of character and an
engaging porsonnllty ho wns recognized
ns a leader among those who stood for
the utmost, llcenso In personal conduct,
including tho privilege of gambling In
public. Hill Harper, on tho other hand,
though not a stickler for puritan Ism, was
a leader of tho faction which strove to
eradicate open lawlessness from thesottle-mon- t.

Thero had been public mass meetings.
There was even talk of organizing a
vigilance committee. And big lllri Harper
was among tho foremost of those who had
advocated the most oxtremo measures.
Ho was even known to have advocated
openly the raiding- - and destruction of
I.angdon'H establishment.

Naturally enough n personal enmity
hotweon tho two had replaced the suf
ficiently nmicablo acquaintance that once
existed, und this enmity h,ad increased to
such a pitch that Lnngdon had sworn to
kill his foo on sight and Harper had re-
plied that he was prepared for the attempt.
At last tho attempt was mado and Lnngdon
wns the victim

Bill Harper appeared voluntarily at the
Coroner s Inquest and testified that he had
fired tho shot that killed Lungdon and that
ho had done so to savo his own life, as
Langdon had threatened to kill him and
was in tho very act of firing at him. There
was no ouo who undertook to contradict
this statement nnd tho chargo against
Harper was practically dismissed.

Nevertheless the faction of which Lang.
don had been tho leader was greatly
wrought up over the tragedy and it wa
almost certain that thero would be moro
trouble. There was mora than one man
n town who would have been ready at

liangdon s word to fight for him or with
him and it was natural to expect that some
one of these might undertake to avenge
his death. Of theso Dave Ackerman wan
tho ono who was looked to by his as-

sociates as most likely to undertake the
reprisal.

He was partner In business
and hnd been fully as bitter as Langdon
himself In denouncing narpor. Nevor-thelc- is

two or three days followed after
the inquest before anything happened to
disturb tho calm which succeeded tho
shooting. Then came another chapter.

It happened thut Harper had business
which required him to leavo Ln Crosso
for a tlmo, and lest ho should bo suspected
of running away from troublo ho took
pains to let it be known that ho was going
on the next boat down tho river. Thoso
who saw him off and saw that Dan Acker-ma- n

boarded tho same boat warned
Harper, but ho said that ho would try
to avoid troublo but would not shirk it
lf It camo his way.

Strenuous as ho was in his advocacy
of public order Harper would havo laughed
at anybody who accused lilm of Incon-
sistency In playing poker, nnd on tho
very first evening of his trip ho sat In
with four of his fellow travellers at a
friendly gamo of draw, ns thoy called It
when it was proposed.

To theso five, after thoy hnd been play-
ing a littlo while, camo Davo Ackerman.
He looked on for a few minutes and then
said, in accordance with the etiquette
of tho time, "Havo you gentlemen nny
objection to my sitting in?" And as
no one excepting Harper had any objec-
tion and Harper said nothing ho took
tho sixth hand.

Among tho bystanders who watched
tho gamo with Interest, and thero wero
several of these, was moro than ono
who knew lioth Harpor and Ackerman
nnd of tho enmity between thorn.

Thoro wero those ulso who know of
Davo Ackermnn's reputation as a skilful
manipulator of thu cards and several
pairs of keen eyes watched his every
move. No one thoro excepting tho play-
ers themselves would havo said anything,
no matter what tho gambler did, but
knowing tho probability of troublo they
watched to seo if possible what tho pro-te- xt

would bo.
Hut ns if he knew, ns most likely ho did,

tho cloeo attention that was paid to hU
play, tho gambler seemed to m

any chance for suspi-
cion. So far as was over known ho was
not guilty of tho slightest Irregularity
In his piny. Nevertheless he was him-

self looking, carefully, ns it proved, for a
pretoxtfor a quarrel. It camo when ono
of tho other players, a well known lumber-
man from St. Anthony, named Whoeler,
dealt on unusual hand.

Tho ago wns held by Harper and ho
had put up the usual ante of two. bits
call a half, for tho gamo was not remark-
ably largo. Tho next player, named n,

came in and the next, Jim Bixby,
a professional, raised it. Then Ackerman
laid down, as did tho next man, nnd tho
dealer reraised.

Harper promptly mado It $5 moro to
play, and as the previous raises had been
only a slnglo dollar It looked ns if tho,
others might drop out, but only Middle-to- n

did so. Hixhy made it (3 more and
Wheeler in turn raised it $10.

Kvcn nt that Harper seemed unafraid
and ho raised it f 10, Then Hlxby raised
It $20 and Wheelor, looking a little doubt-
ful, trailed.

Hnrpor paid no attention, apparently,
to Hlxby, but looked steadily nt Wheeler
for almost a minute before pluving, Thou
ho also trailed. It looked an if he had been
debating whether to raise again and had
refrained from doing so lest ho might
drive Wheelor out befdro tho draw,

Then ho called for two cards, and thoso
who wero watching his play concluded
that ho must have threo aces and moot
of them considered that he overplayed
his hand.

Hlxby nnd Wheeler both stood pat.
nnd the Judgment of Harper's play seemed
to bo justified. Hlxby, having first say,
put up 1100, and Wheeler raised him f 100,

11

but to tho surprise of all Harper pulled
out n roll of bills and counting them overt
said "1 hdvo only S5uu with mo, and I
ralso It Mud."

"Throo moro," said Hlxby coolly, look-Sin- g

nt Wheeler, but that player had had;,
enough. "I reckon an ace high flush la-n-o

good here," ho sold, and throwing
down Ills cards fnca up ho showed thatf
that was really what ho had. '

Then Hlxby drew down tho sldo money!;
and showed four nines, but Harper showed'.'
four aces and reached for tho pot. Ackcr-- i
man's opportunity had come.

"That was hard luck," ho said to Bixby,
"but you hadn't a chanco against that
kind of a play."

His hand moved toward his hip pocket
ns ho spoke, showing plainly enough that
he expected trouble, but big Hill Harper,
showed not the least excitement. JJfl
gathered in the money and chips ln the
jiot and piled up tho chips on tho table,'
then taking tho money In his right hand
ho stuffed It into the outside pocket of his
sack coat.

Then very deliberately ho looked n't
Ackerman and said: "Would you mind
repenting that remark?" And Ackerman
did so.

"Antl what do voti mean bv that kind
of n play?" said Hariier, still without a
sign of excitement.

"I mean," said Ackorman, moving his
hand a 111 tie but not yet drawing his
gun, "that nobody would havo played
threo nces tho way you did before the.
draw unless ho had known by the back
of tho next card that it was tho fourth
uco."

And as ho spoko tho last words he
pulled his gun.

Hnrpor nover moved from hl easy
bositlon, leaning back ln his chair, hut
before Ackermnn's gun was fairly levelled
thoro came n report from tho pocket .of
that sack coat nnd tho gambler fell with
a bullet through his brain.

And when big Hill Harper went back
to La Crosso no ono oared to renew' the
feud.

tSOIXO ALOFT.

ft is Not tlio Hardest Thing Aboard Ship
Sometimes It's Pleasant. '

"Most of tho people who have asked mo
about my uxperionce before tho mast,"
said a man who has served as an ordinary
seaman on a deop sea vessel, "havo staid
right away, 'Hut wasn't it dreadful to go
uloft?' Now as a matter of fact' going
aloft was ono of tho least of the things I
had to contend with.

"Whon I went alioard that old square
rigger for tho first time I thought going
aloft would bo the worst of all. I thought
I'd get .dizzy sure. I always had on
hoights.

"Tho first time I was a bit dizzy and
hardly reached tho foretop. The second
tlmo I got out on tho mlzzon topgallant,
yard, sont thero to mako up gaskets. It
wasn't bad when I got there, I was a
littlo shaky going up, but once out. on the
yard I had somothing to do and I soon
found my solf gazing with Interest but
qulto without alarm over the ocean and'
down at tho deck.

"Having something to do makw a great
difference And then, the fact that' you
always, or nearly always, have hold of
something has a lot to do with it too. The
sailors' rule, one observed as carefully by
the vetoran as by the apprentice, ls:'0ne
hand for yourself and one for the com-
pany,' and tho unwritten but not unspoken
corollary is that in certain momenta it's
both hands for yourself and farewell the
company.

"hven now on heights I am bothered-unles- s

I havo a hoia or a balance. 1

marvel just as much as any one at the
steel worker who walks a girder a hundred
feet in tho air. Out riding a girder
isn't anything.

"You speedily get so aboard ship that
you balance on your belly against th- -,

yard and think nothing of the swaying
boat rope on which you stand. I never
minded going aloft barefoot in the tropics,
but coming down woll you feel as if
your foot would bo cut in two.

"And by tho way. In tho tropics up
aloft Is the best placo in tho world to be.
You got the breeze nnd you're in tho
shade half tho time and you'ro off the
blistering lint deck nnd the mate can
only cuss you afar off. Oh, there arc
times when you're glad to go aloft!"

THE SEYEXT1VS WAltVETEItAXS.

Itrttelllon Survivor to lie Honored at
Celebration.

The Seventh Regiment will celebrate
tho fiftieth anniversary of its departure
for Washington on April 10. A few days
after President Lincoln's call for 75,000 '
volunteers was published the regiment
declared itself ready and marched away
Ofll strong under tho command of Col.
Marshall LcfTcrts.

Tho regiment was transported only to
Annnnolis nnd from there marched in
heavy ordor with camp equipment to
wasmngton, wnere iney nrrivea on April
25. Of thoso who went to the front at that
time and who on the way to Washington
repaired roads that had been torn up by
rebel sympathizers many enlisted in the'
regular nnd volunteer service after the
regiment's term of ninety days had ex-
pired. Tho regiment furnished In all BOO

men of tthom ftftv-eig- ht died in the ser
vice. Those who are still nllvo and who will
be the guests of honor nt the celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary are:

Major .Mfinndrr .Minlcr.
Tt'oiT'Commlsslonnl Stuff Srrgt. Major Robert

C. ltathlionr, Lett Guide Jatncs J, Morlson.
Company A Scrgt. II. M. Funston, Corporal

I'. O. Pierce, Privates fl. T. Cook, ft. n. Evans.
11. Il.Trenor. 0. V. Itlne. A. II. Vlllaplalt. w

Company n Srret. Peter Palmer. Private
William Len Darling, Itlclianl 1'. Ware. Abraham
(iarrlson Jaroti II. Amerman. Itobert S. Could.
Jr.. Illoumtleld Ilroucr, Jonathan . Havens.
A. AI, llurlls. Hoticrt W. Ieonard, Amos M.Cbae,
Thomas I). Mather, William It. Coder, James W.
Miller, Albert A, Curlts, IMwam L. Mollneax.

I.. Salcilmry, udwln A. Whitfield. lre1.
crick Fosm-- , 1'mleilck (!. Agcns and J, V. W.
Vanderwart.

Company John W. Murray. Private
Parlu Ferry, fillbert II. McKlhben, Nelson It,
Oaklry, William M. St. John, William K. Van
Wyclt, David I'. Wilglit. William K. liopsey,
Charles K. Ilogert.

Company I) .Second Unit. John V, Porert,
Sergt. Henry Uverdell. Privates ICdward Karle.
William II. Hipp. Cornelius P. Outcatl. Charles
II. Swards, Marshall Leflerts, Jr.

Company I'. Privates Albert W. Hyde, 'rjeort
A. Price and Charles A, Uenedtct.

Company 1- '- Privates Gordon O. Ilr.nkerhott.
Jacob Durjeo. Charles a. Sncdburg. Fdward W.
Van tlrnsehotrn, William P. lloome.

Company George W. Kly, Corporal
Thomas K. Delano, Privates W. K Callender.
J. II. Palmer. Lyman TIITany, George R. Fitch.

Company II -- Privates Charles D. Allen. DavU
1), Austen, Joseph II, Ilcarnes, Silas P. Dromwell.
Iloberl O. .V. Ford. Fdu'ard II. Conge, Charles J,
Jung. Joseph N.T. Levick, Howard LapUvr.

Company I Privates James It. Ileirne, George
W. While.

Company K Corporal James Dleeeker. Private
Lawrence Drake. James P. Laeombe, Otto I,
Prtcrson Henry Plrrson, II. II. Wothersnoon,
. Jii,

Hit) llurglar's Hours. ,

From the I'hiMtlvhia.lnqnirer.
Nearly nil burglars get In, not through

tho door, which the householder Is so care-
ful to bolt and chain, but through the win-
dow. In I ondon In one year .is burglar
got In through windows, only sighty-ftv- s
entered through doors, lilt eon tlfrough fi,a
lights and oluven by "breaking out." Pnle
keys were used twenty-fiv- e times. The
Uvorlto hours aro '.' to a In the morning,
'i ho' householder fulls Into tils soundest
sloop about nn hour after doling off nnd Is
least likely to hoar a burglar, say, betwosn
1 and a o'clock. Hut tho policeman on duty
since in o ciock must no growing urea nr
cork crow, and that seems why the burglar
selects th later hours.

Tho housebrenker chooses either ths
very early morning, when tne family is
likelv- - to hn not. or tho dinner hour, whnn
lersuns are not npi io ne imaging about
ilm. Petween tl and H n clock in the mora-n- g

I here are :is:i cases of hoosehreakita.
Then during the next Ave hour, from (e
io o'clock, tho total Is ouly 11.


